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As we move forward as the ELCA into this future to which God calls us, we decided that our 
purpose was to activate each of us so that more people know the way of Jesus and find 
community, justice and love. We also set a very bold goal: that we would engage 1 million 
new, young and diverse people before the end of this decade. Now, clearly that's work that we 
all have to do together, and it is audacious to say that we are going to engage a million new 
people. We'll be working with you all to help you and all of us to reach this goal. But to what are 
we inviting these people? To what do we want to call them? How are we going to engage 
them? How can we explain what it means to be a Lutheran Christian and how we 
understand the way of Jesus in a way that makes sense in today's world?   
 
There's a sort of game going on around Twitter and other places on the internet where you say, 
“This is who I am,” without saying, “This is who I am.” So, for example, I'm from Cleveland, and 
if I wanted to tell you I was from Cleveland and a Cleveland sports fan, I wouldn't say, “I'm 
a Cleveland sports fan.” I would say something like, “For me, there's always next year.” Or if I 
wanted to tell you I live in Chicago, I wouldn't say, “I live in Chicago,” I would say, “You never 
put ketchup on a hot dog.”   
 
Well, how would we explain this or say that we're Lutheran without saying that we're 
Lutheran? And here's the added challenge — no mention of cuisine or ethnic identities. How 
would we do that?   
 
Here's a crack at it: I believe that I am loved completely and deeply by a just and merciful 
God who wills the best for God's creation and, through that reconciliation, has set me free to 
serve the neighbor. Give it a try.  
 
Be well, dear church. 


