
 
 
 
           
 

Should our congregation have a written use agreement  
for occasional use of the property? 

  
Congregations as part of their ministry often allow nonprofit organizations use of their 
premises for weekly meetings. Some examples are 12-step groups and volunteer 
youth activities such as scouting. It is important to have a written agreement which 
sets forth the relationship and obligations of the third party use of the congregation’s 
property.  
 
These use agreements are not a lease or full blown rental agreement. Use 
agreements are not appropriate for a regular tenant who leases the building several 
days a week or for a lease to a for-profit organization. If a third party is leasing the 
church education building for a five-day-a-week day care, there needs to be a 
longer lease prepared by legal counsel.  
 
A Sample Use Agreement provides specific understandings of use, requires that the 
user have insurance and agrees to indemnify the congregation for claims or 
damages.  
 
SEE RESOURCE: Sample Third Party Use Agreement 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Disclaimer  
Information on this document does not constitute legal advice to anyone. In addition, the use of this document, 
and the sending or receipt of information through elca.org does not create attorney-client relationship of any 
sort. Visitors to elca.org should be aware that communication in this manner may not be considered as privileged 
or confidential. Individuals requiring legal assistance should engage a qualified attorney, licensed to practice law 
in the particular state or jurisdiction where the legal issues have arisen. Members of the ELCA, pastors, 
congregations, synods, and others affiliated with this church should always consult their own attorneys, 
accountants, or similar professionals whenever legal issues or problems arise. Neither the churchwide organization 
nor the general counsel is responsible for any loss, injury, liability, or damage related to your use of this document, 
whether from errors or omissions in the content of this document or any linked sites, from the site being down, or 
from any other use.  

Legal Information 
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http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Building_Use_Agreement.pdf
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