
	
	
	
Dear	Brothers	and	Sisters	in	Christ,	
	
Today	is	World	Refugee	Day.	Observed	every	year	on	June	20,	this	is	a	day	when	we	commemorate	the	
strength,	courage	and	perseverance	of	millions	of	refugees	worldwide.		
	
There	are	more	people	fleeing	war	and	persecution	than	ever	before.	We	are	now	facing	the	largest	
global	refugee	crisis,	with	over	65	million	people	forcibly	displaced	from	their	countries.	Twenty-one	
million	of	those	who	are	displaced	are	refugees.	The	United	States	opens	its	doors	to	less	than	1		
percent	of	the	world’s	refugees	–	85,000	refugees	entered	our	country	in	2016.		
	
In	Matthew	25:35,	Jesus	said,	“I	was	a	stranger	and	you	welcomed	me.”	As	people	of	faith,	we	are	called	
to	welcome	the	stranger	and	to	walk	alongside	vulnerable	refugees	living	in	untenable	situations.	This	
support	is	critical	in	providing	protection	and	hope	for	those	who	have	fled	persecution	because	of	their	
race,	religion,	nationality,	political	views	and/or	associations.		
	
As	we	recognize	the	global	refugee	crisis,	let	us	also	celebrate	the	many	contributions	that	refugees	
make	to	our	communities	as	they	seek	to	stabilize	their	lives	and	build	on	their	dreams.	In	this	regard,	
we	appreciate	all	the	efforts	of	our	congregations	–	in	collaboration	with	Lutheran	Immigration	and	
Refugee	Service	–	that	are	welcoming	refugees	and	providing	many	forms	of	hospitality.		
	
It	is	also	important	to	acknowledge	the	excellent	work	being	done	by	The	Lutheran	World	Federation,	of	
which	we	are	a	member.	These	programs	assist	thousands	of	refugees	every	day	who	have	fled	their	
homes,	such	as	South	Sudanese	now	in	Uganda,	Kenya	and	Ethiopia;	Burundians	in	Tanzania;	Somalis,	
Eritreans	and	Sudanese	in	Ethiopia;	and	Syrians	in	Jordan,	just	to	name	a	few.		
	
World	Refugee	Day	offers	an	opportunity	for	us	to	stand	in	solidarity	with	people	who	have	been	forced	
to	leave	their	homes.	Today	and	every	day	we	pray	for	peace	for	all	the	children	of	God	created	in	God’s	
image.		
	
In	Christ,		
	

	
The	Rev.	Elizabeth	A.	Eaton		
Presiding	Bishop	


