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August 10
Lawrence, deacon, martyr, 258
Commemorations illuminate various aspects of the church’s life and mission through the lives 
of women and men who have followed Christ in succeeding generations.

— Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Altar Edition

 225 born in Huesca, Spain
  served as one of seven deacons of the church in Rome
 258 martyred in Rome in the persecution under Emperor Valerian

Two stories about Lawrence have come down from the third century. The tasks of a deacon were 
to oversee the church treasury and to distribute alms to the poor. When the Roman government 
ordered Lawrence to surrender the church treasury, Lawrence gave away the funds to the poor 
and then presented to the offi  cials the poor themselves, the outcast and the maimed, saying, 
“These are the treasures of the church.” For this he was condemned to death. Although most such 
executions were by beheading, the story is that Lawrence was roasted on a grill, and that as he 
died he said to the executioner, “Turn me over, I’m done on that side.”  In art, Lawrence is shown 
with the grill of his execution. 

 Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, 
 not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
 for God loves a cheerful giver. 
 And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance
 so that by always having enough of everything, 
 you may share abundantly in every good work.   — 2 Corinthians 9:7-8

From More Days for Praise: Festivals and Commemorations in Evangelical Lutheran Worship by Gail Ramshaw,
copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

The list (of commemorations) in Evangelical Lutheran Worship is not intended to be compre-
hensive. Although those named are considered worthy of commemoration, it is hoped that those  
named will also suggest others to be remembered and emulated, opening up consideration of 
the contributions of many people in varied situations.

— Keeping Time: The Church’s Year (Using Evangelical Lutheran Worship, volume 3)
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Gathering
Gathering Song	 	 What Wondrous Love Is This
			  				    Stanzas 1 – 3
	 The assembly stands to sing.

			 
		

Greeting & Dialogue 
	 The Holy Trinity, who offers freedom from all that holds us captive, be with you all.
	 And also with you.

	 We worship this morning in baptismal freedom,
	 a freedom we share with Lawrence, deacon of the assembly,
	 whose freedom in Christ from an oppressive government
	 led to his ministry among the poor and to the fires of martyrdom.

	 O God of wondrous love, you raise us up and free us from our chains.	
	 Lord, have mercy.

	 O Christ, you wear your crown upon the cross to grant us your freedom.
	 Christ, have mercy.

	 O Spirit, you gather the faithful into an eternal song of freedom.
	 Lord, have mercy.

	 The assembly sings stanza four of What Wondrous Love Is This (above).
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Prayer of the Day
	 Glorious God, through the waters of the sea 	you led your people from slavery to freedom.
	 Through the waters of baptism 	you bring us with Christ from death into life.
	 Roll away the stone of our fear and doubt 	that we may sing your praise
	 and dance to your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and our Song.
	 Amen.

	 The assembly is seated to hear the word of God.

Word
Reading 	 	 	 Exodus 13:1-21

Canticle				   Song of Miriam and Moses 

	 Refrain, sung by a cantor, then sung by all: 

	 Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power, your right hand shatters the enemy!
	 Who among the gods is like you, O Lord?
	 Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in splendor, doing wonders!  	 Refrain

	 In your mercy you led forth the people you set free;
	 you guided them in your strength to your holy habitation.
	 You will bring them in and plant them on the mount that is your own.  	 Refrain

Gospel 	 	 	 	 Mark 16:1-8

	 The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

	 The gospel is introduced:
	 The holy gospel, according to Mark.
	 Glory to you, O Lord.

	 The gospel is proclaimed, concluding:
	 The gospel of the Lord.
	 Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
	 The assembly is seated. 
	 Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
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Hymn of the Day		  Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia
							      On pages 10 - 11 of this folder

	 The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

Prayers of Intercession
	 Each petition concludes:
	 Hear us, O God.
	 Your mercy is great.

	 Hear all our prayers, Loving God, prayers on our lips and in our hearts, 
	 for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 
	 Amen.

Meal

Peace
	 The peace of Christ be with you always.
	 And also with you.

	 After sharing Christ’s peace, the assembly is seated.

Offering & Setting the Table

Today’s offering has been designated for ELCA Global Church Sponsorship’s evan-
gelism project in Cambodia, one of its Global Ministries initiatives. Offerings may 
be made in cash, by check (payable to the ELCA) or with a credit card by visiting 
the registration desk or ELCA.org/offering. 

	 As the gifts are received, the choir makes an offering: Freedom Come by Ben Allaway.
	 The assembly stands as the communion ministers gather around the table.

Great Thanksgiving
	 The Lord be with you.
	 And also with you.

	 Lift up your hearts.
	 We lift them to the Lord.

	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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	 It is indeed right … join their unending hymn:
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	 …within each cell; with every breath.
	 We praise you, O God.

	 …across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
	 We bless you, O God.

	 …beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
	 We thank you, O God.

	 …we proclaim the mystery of faith:
	 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

	 …through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.
	 Amen.

	 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray in Christ’s own freedom:
	 Our Father in heaven,
		  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
		  your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
	 Give us today our daily bread.
	 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
	 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
	 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
		  now and forever. Amen.

Communion
	 Christ’s table of life is spread before you. 
	 Feast on the goodness and mercy of God.

	 After the bread is broken and all are invited to communion, the assembly is seated. 
	 Come to communion at the station in front of you, exiting your row to the left.

	 Be assured that Christ is fully present by receiving only the bread or the wine. 
	 For pressing reasons of health, wheat-free wafers or dealcoholized wine is available. 		
	 Simply let the minister know if you require these elements.
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	 During communion, the assembly sings, as time allows:
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Una espiga – Grains of Wheat

	 Stanza one is sung by a soloist in Spanish.
	 The assembly sings stanzas 2 – 4 in either language.
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	 You Are Mine
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On Holy Ground

	 After all have communed, the assembly stands for prayer.

Sending
Blessing & Dismissal
	 God of the cloud and fire,
	 God of the cross and empty tomb,
	 God of the gift of freedom,
	 one holy God, 
	 Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
	 bless you now and forever.
	 Amen.

	 Alleluia! Go in peace. Share the good news.
	 Thanks be to God.
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Hymn of the Day		  Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia

	 The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
	 Stanza one is sung by a soloist in Swahili.
	 Stanzas 2 – 5 are sung by all in English. 
	 Refrains may be sung in either language.
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Liturgical texts and music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress License 10209-S. Liturgical texts by Gail Ramshaw and Susan 
Briehl copyright © 2016 the authors. Used by permission. Song of Miriam and Moses: text adapted from 
Exodus 15; music © 2016 Ike Sturm. Used by permission. Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia / Mfurahini, hale-
luya: text by Bernard Kyamanywa © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augs-
burg Fortress, and trans. by Howard B. Olson © 1977 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under OneLicense.net 
A-704750. Grains of Wheat / Una espiga: text and music © 1973, 1995 Cesareo Gabarain. Published by 
OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under LicenSing 610446. You Are Mine: text and music by 
David Haas © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-704750. On Holy Ground: 
text and music © Donna Peña. Used by permission.

Lamentation - Andrea Solario
Source: National Gallery of Art, Public Domain
Date: c. 1505-1507
Medium: Oil on panel
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