In ELCA Sumud’s 2026 Lenten series, “Body of Christ", we are invited to reflect on Paul’s
proclamation that “we who are many are one body in Christ” (1 Corinthians 12). In the body of
Christ, no member can be dismissed or deemed expendable. This series lifts up especially
Palestinian Christians as an inseparable and equal part of the Body of Christ, whose witness and
oppression demand our attention and solidarity. Through prayer, scripture, and devotionals, we
will explore how each member of Christ’s body has distinct gifts and responsibilities, yet is
bound together in mutual care, accountability, and love. ELCA Sumud was honored to
accompany the 2026 Bishops Solidarity delegation, and throughout this series you will hear
reflections from ELCA Bishops on their experience in accompaniment, conversation, and
relationship with our partners and siblings in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the
Holy Land. In atime of profound injustice and violence in Palestine, this series calls the church
to repentance from indifference, to listening across borders, and to faithful action, trusting that
when one part of the body suffers, all suffer together. God calls upon the whole body of Christ to
work together for justice, dignity, and peace.

This series of six devotions will be available FEBRUARY 1 on the ELCA Sumud webpage.



