
Reaffirm ELCA Positions on 
Social Violence and Guns
Social Policy Resolution CA22.01.05f

Approved by the 2022 Churchwide Assembly.

RESOLVED:

To receive with gratitude the memorials from the Oregon Synod, Northwestern Ohio Synod, and Northwestern 
Pennsylvania Synod concerning gun violence; 

To reaffirm this church’s social teaching to address the broad issues of violence in society as called for in 
“Message on Community Violence” (1994); 

To reaffirm this church’s sense of urgency for advocacy for the renewal or replacement of the Federal Assault Weapons 
Ban (expired in 2004), including a definition of assault weapons comparable to that in the renewal attempt of the 
Assault Weapons Ban bill of 2013 and expanded background checks and other measures to increase gun safety; 

To reaffirm that ELCA social policy does not reject gun ownership or the recreational activities associated with guns as 
morally wrong; and 

To refer to the Witness in Society team in the Service and Justice home area for implementation and a report of the 
continuing advocacy efforts related to gun violence and universal background checks to the Church Council at its 
Spring 2023 meeting.




