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CONTEXT 

variety of factors has intensified this 
has been a spreading erosion nu 

and identity of the colleges related to the church. 
factors include a decline in proportion of 

in these colleges; the increasingly secular-
character and outlook of I a 

ng ethnic consciousness; 
pressure on 

facilities and programs 
the church can provide; and the 

attention resources to 
concerns and issues. 



PURPOSE 



THE THEOLOGICAL BASE 

As we respond to God's claim on our lives in trust and 
obedience, we ore bound together in the church. As 
the communion of saints, we live under God's Word, 
being brought to repentance by God's judgment 
and being nourished by God's forgiveness. We ore 
established in our identity as God's people in Holy 
Baptism and renewed in it as we receive the Lord's 
Supper. Our lives ore joined as we instruct, admon­
ish, correct, encourage, console and strengthen one 
another in the faith delivered to the saints. 

All of this-to proclaim and hear the Word, to admin­
ister and receive the sacraments, and to shore a 
common life-we must do as the Church of Jesus 
Christ. It is essential. 

As God's people we ore bound to God's Word for a 
purpose beyond our own advantage. The reason we 
hove been called, our vocation, is to give glory to 
God by investing ourselves in God's purposes. 
Through the Gospel God calls us to a faith-motivated 
servonthood in which we ore to show love for our 
neighbors. 

As we corry out the God-given ministries of our ordi­
nary days, we discern that God has woven into the 
fabric of all creation the desire and the design that 





CHURCH AND COLLEGE: 
COLLEAGUE INSTITUTIONS WITH A 

COMMON CONCERN 

majority of Christians involved higher 
cation I out their calling to be Christ's people as 
teachers, administrators, staff and in 

and universities not related 
that as all others who 

It is 
been bop-
bel """""''""' 

Normally happens through their I partici­
pation the life of a congregation. In addition, the 
Lutheran church provides specialized ministries tai­
lored for their needs and circumstance. The provi­
sion of campus ministries the church's 
conviction that the church-related college is not the 

setting for significant participation in higher ad­
and effective preparation of Christians for 
istries in God's world. 

advantage, however, when 
can n 



as through the i 
tional church, I voices concord and work in 

with other citizens and institutions 
which also seek to promote and the common 
good. In the past this has led the church to establish 
and support a wide variety of agencies and 
tions. In the areas of health welfare, the church 
has provided through such organizations a priestly 
care for many persons with serious human and per­
sonal either caused or neglected by society. 
In the area of education, the college affords the 

a iy with dimen-
sions yet to be realized, to exercise its prophetic con­
cern that the structures and forces of society become 
wiser, more and more compassionate. The col-
lege offers possibility because it works with and 
has access persons who can/will do much to 
shape the inform the mind, establish the 

the values of society as a whole. 

finds its direct services of priestly care 
the varieties and dimensions of hu­

own institutional influence on 
for the best ways ( 1) in 







DIALOGUE AND INTERACTION 

A college is a valuable 
further important way when a setting in 
which theology, with its understanding of God's Word, 
and other academic disciplines, with their under­
standi of God's world, probe and illuminate each 

d ue and interaction should be 
within the community 



For this to take place the also be com-
mitted to such dialogue and engage the per-
son and create the and occasions 
which will cause it to be an expected, normal part of 
the college's life. Both church and college must be 
committed to give this dialogue and interaction 
a prominent and continuing place in their 
relationship. 

SHARING OF RESOURCES 

The church provides the college with a constituency 
from which it can obtain students, faculty, adminis­
trators, trustees and financial support. 

The college provides the church with a pool of tal­
ented and trained persons in many fields. 

church and the col as institutions, also pro-
with a that 





SOME SPECIFIC MATTERS TO BE 
INCLUDED IN "COVENANT" 

DISCUSSIONS 

established. 
reviewed at regu~ 

or more than eight 
years. This statement of Church in Amer~ 
ica is presented the synods and the colleges to 
assist their representatives to identify and develop 
both the purpose and the potential in the church­
college relationship. In addition to the preceding 
material, questions such as the following should be 
discussed. 

FOR THE CHURCH-RELATED COLLEGE 

1. In the area of INSTITUTIONAL INTENTION: 
a. Is there a clear statement in the official docu­

ments and important publications of the col­
lege of the college's relationship to the church 
and the effect of that relationship upon the 
character and program of the college? 

b. Does the purpose, form and effect of that rela­
tionship receive the continuing attention of the 
faculty, administration and board of the col­
lege, and of the synods to which it is related? 

c. Does the college meet the standards for rec­
ognition established by the Lutheran Church in 
America? 

2. In the area of PROGRAM: 
a. Is there freedom for study, inquiry and thought­

ful expression, creating a forum for honest and 
careful scholarship and divergent views? 

b. Is there regular consideration of the values by 
which persons live and participate in society? 



In 
a. 

PERSONNEL: 





to 
other to 

lings respond to 
cerns. Maintaining an institutional 

seek of functional 
will be faithful to God's will by serving the 

needs and enhancing the life of the people and 
world God loves. 

DIVISION FOR MISSION IN NORTH AMERICA 
LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
231 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016 Printed In U.S.A. 


