
These petitions are offered as guides to prayer for 
the global, social and outreach ministries of the 
ELCA, as well as for the needs and circumstances of 
our neighbors, communities and world. Thank you 
for your continued prayers for the life and mission 
of this church.

1 Pray that the Spirit will guide, inspire and shape 
the Future Church structure being implemented in 
the churchwide organization to renew our sense of 
purpose and activate the entire church so that more 
people may know the way of Jesus and discover 
community, justice and love.

2 Black History Month Give thanks for the gifts, 
accomplishments, influence and witness of our 
African-descent neighbors who stand together with 
us as partners in the gospel, doing God’s work in 
the world. Though unified as siblings in Christ, 
we ask God to guide and help our church in its 
commitment to socioeconomic equity and racial 
justice and reconciliation.

3 Give thanks for our freedom in Jesus Christ and pray 
that we might use that freedom to proclaim the glory 
of God and serve our neighbor in obedience to God’s 
word, will and ways.
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22 Give thanks for everyone involved in the 
extensive effort to vaccinate people against COVID- 
19 even as we work to prevent its spread and 
treat those who are ill. Pray that the hope and the 
emotional, spiritual and physical stamina of these 
workers will be sustained for the long haul.

23 Let our prayers and yearnings echo those of the 
psalmist who wrote, “Make me to know your ways, 
O Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth, 
and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation.”

24 Pray that throughout Lent we will reflect on our 
faith, lives and endeavors with honesty and humility 
while trusting in God’s grace to restore our spirit 
and to reassure us that we will always be disciples of 
Christ and loved children of God.

25 Remember in prayer the Deaconess Community 
of the ELCA. Give thanks and pray for women who 
respond to God’s call to serve as deaconesses and 
who use their passions, spiritual gifts and education 
to serve in a wide variety of roles and ministry 
settings worldwide.

26 Praise God for being patient and loving toward us 
and for saving us in our desperation and darkness 
through the suffering, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.

27 Pray for the ELCA Young Adult Ministry’s work 
with young adults ages 18 to 30 and for leaders who 
facilitate young adult ministry in their communities 
of faith. Pray that young adults will find places in 
our communities of faith where they belong and 
ministries both at home and abroad where they can 
grow in faith, discern and use their unique gifts and 
passions, and engage in acts of service, justice and 
peace in the world.
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28 We cannot fully comprehend God’s ways or what 
Jesus has accomplished for our sake and salvation. 
Pray daily to be alert and receptive to what God is 
revealing to us and to how the Spirit stirs in us faith, 
wisdom and understanding.



4 Pray for the children, youth and family ministry 
leaders of our church participating in the ELCA Youth 
Ministry Network Extravaganza, “Holding Loosely.” 
Pray that they will grow and be strengthened for 
ministry through this time of spiritual renewal, 
continuing education, networking and mutual support.

5 Pray for ELCA Global Mission and for our ministry 
of accompaniment with churches, leaders, institutions 
and companion agencies in Asia and the Pacific region 
as we work together to grow the church, share the 
gospel, equip leaders, serve the needs of communities, 
address issues of development and justice, and assist 
with disaster preparedness and relief.

6 Ask God to help us listen to each other with respect 
and to address and heal the political and ideological 
divisions that discourage us from treating one another 
with love and concern as neighbors and siblings in 
Christ. Pray that the Spirit will unite us and lead us in 
the work we must do together for the well-being of our 
communities, nation and neighbors in need.

7 Illness, oppression, desperation and spiritual 
darkness are no match for the healing and redemptive 
power of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and our Savior. 
Praise God!

8 Pray for all those who experience food insecurity 
across our nation and around the world. Ask God to 
help us envision how we can work together to bring 
relief and hope and to address the root causes of 
hunger and poverty.
 
9 Give thanks to God for people of all ages, cultures, 
races, life experiences and perspectives who are new 
to the ELCA. Pray that, as siblings in Christ, we will 
nurture and equip one another for participating in 
God’s work in the world.

10 Give thanks and praise to God for God’s abundant 
love, which “heals the brokenhearted, and binds up 
their wounds.”

11 Pray for our outdoor ministry organizations and 
their leaders as they continue to discern and plan 
for adapting their ministries during the pandemic ― 
especially as they envision what this summer might 
bring.

12 Thank God for our special relationship with The 
Episcopal Church, a full communion partner with the 
ELCA since 1999. Pray for the church, its members 
and its leaders, and pray that together we will find 
strength and new resources for the work of sharing 
the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in 
these uncertain and challenging times.

13 When have you felt proud, boastful or self-
congratulatory for your ministry, witness or service 
to others? Ask God to forgive you and to refocus your 
attention on the good news and blessings of grace 
given to us through Jesus Christ, which we are called 
to share without bias, hesitation or expectation of 
recognition or reward.

14 We are not much different from Peter, James or 
John, who were unsure what they were witnessing 
when God’s glory shined brightly in Jesus during his 
transfiguration. Pray for patience and for faith in 
God’s promise, that we, too, will someday experience 
glory and joy in the kingdom of heaven.

15 Pray for our new U.S. president, vice president and 
members of Congress, that they will find strength, 
support and unity for their difficult work of serving a 
diverse nation. Ask the Spirit to help us guide, shape 
and embolden our culture and nation so that we 
practice justice, care for our neighbors in need, strive 
for truth and support our global neighbors.

16 Pray that when people witness our actions and 
hear our words, they will see the light of the gospel 
and the love of Jesus Christ in us and will be moved 
to believe in God’s love, forgiveness and actions in the 
world today.

17 Ash Wednesday Someone tracing the sign of the 
cross on our forehead with ash speaks to our need for 
physical reassurance that God has done something 
special and mysterious in the world through the life, 
suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Speak to God about what this smudge of ash ― the 
cross ― means to you and says to people who notice 
it on your forehead.

18 Ask the Spirit to teach us humility and to remind 
us that God made us to care for one another, love one 
another, be generous with what we have and participate 
in God’s good, reconciling work in the world.

19 Pray for families, caregivers and friends who 
cannot be physically present with hospitalized loved 
ones. Pray that we will support and comfort them 
through their time of separation and worry and 
reassure them of God’s very real presence and love.

20 God knows our complexities, vulnerabilities and 
shortcomings yet still considers us with the wisdom 
of a fair and merciful judge. With a deep sigh of 
relief, lift up thanks and praise to God!

21 Renewed, claimed and sent forth through the 
word and the waters of baptism, we pray that our 
life in the Spirit will help us resist temptations that 
draw us away from God and God’s ways and will 
keep us focused on our baptismal journey of faith, 
learning, service and sharing the good news.


