
 

 

 

 

Learn to do good; seek justice; rescue the oppressed; defend the orphan; plead for the widow. 
(Isaiah 1:17). 
 
Alongside our siblings in Christ in Minneapolis and throughout Minnesota and all who have been 
impacted by aggressive immigration enforcement and violence by federal law enforcement agents, 
I mourn the shocking shooting death of Renee Nicole Good by an Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) agent on Jan. 7, 2026. I join calls for a thorough investigation into this case, 
accountability for the shooting and a de-escalation of ICE enforcement across the United States. 
Alongside the Lutherans who have held vigils in Minneapolis and around the country, our church 
prays for God’s peace in this community and justice in this case. 
 
The ELCA is committed to upholding and guaranteeing basic human rights for the safety of 
migrants and their families. Our church works toward just and humane policies affecting migrants 
in and outside the United States. We decry language that dehumanizes immigrants who are 
beloved children of God and escalates tensions between federal agents and communities. Surges 
of immigration enforcement and violent encounters like we are seeing in Minneapolis — as well as 
in Chicago; Atlanta; Los Angeles; Portland, Ore.; and Washington, D.C.— have indiscriminately 
targeted our neighbors, creating fear and uncertainty. This has created conditions where 
immigrants, those accompanying them and federal agents are all at risk.   
 
ELCA social teaching provides guidance in complex situations: “Public safety depends upon trust 
in law enforcement to respect and protect the rights of all” (“Gun-related Violence and Trauma”). 
As a church, we are concerned by the trend of law enforcement and federal agents involved in 
immigration enforcement relying on the use of force in our communities without sufficient 
accountability or oversight.   
 
 God calls us to be witnesses to God’s presence, healing and hope. I invite ongoing prayers, vigils 
and advocacy for peace and justice, and I affirm the ELCA’s “pledge to continue our church’s 
historic leadership in caring for refugees and immigrants” (For Peace in God’s World). 
 
 In Christ, 

 

The Rev. Yehiel Curry 
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America   

Resources are available from the ELCA’s migration strategy AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrants 
with Protection, Advocacy, Representation, and Opportunities). 
 

https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/Gun_Related_Violence_Social_Message.pdf
https://resources.elca.org/faith-and-society/peace/?_ga=2.117281412.363450483.1767730103-1792909264.1767729849
https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/ammparo
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About the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: 
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with 2.7 million 
members in more than 8,400 worshiping communities across the 50 states and in the Caribbean 
region. Known as the church of “God’s work. Our hands.,” the ELCA emphasizes the saving grace 
of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and service in the world. The ELCA’s 
roots are in the writings of the German church reformer Martin Luther. 
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