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college or university

Colleges and 

Universities related to 

the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in 

America

CALIFORNIA

California Lutheran University
Thousand Oaks, CA, 91360-9136
callutheran.edu/admission/
805-493-3135

ILLINOIS

Augustana College
Rock Island, IL, 61201-2210 
augustana.edu/admissions 
309-794-7000

IOWA

Grand View University 
Des Moines, IA, 50316-1599
admissions.grandview.edu/aspx/
home/explore.aspx
515-263-2810

Luther College 
Decorah, IA, 52101-1041
luther.edu/admissions/
563-387-1287

Wartburg College
Waverly, IA, 50677-0903
wartburg.edu/admissions/ 
800-772-2085

KANSAS

Bethany College
Lindsborg, KS, 67456-1895
bethanylb.edu/admissions/
785-227-3311

MICHIGAN

Finlandia University 
Hancock, MI, 49930-1832 
finlandia.edu/admissions.html
877-202-5491

MINNESOTA

Augsburg College
Minneapolis, MN, 55454-1350 
augsburg.edu/admissions/ 
612-330-1000

Concordia College 
Moorhead, MN, 56562-0000
concordiacollege.edu/admis-
sion-aid/
218-299-4720

Gustavus Adolphus College
St. Peter, MN, 56082-1485
gustavus.edu/admission/
507-933-7474

St. Olaf College
Northfield, MN, 55057-1098
wp.stolaf.edu/admissions/
507-786-3025



NEBRASKA

Midland University
Fremont, NE, 68025-4254
midlandu.edu/admissions 
402-941-6501

NEW YORK

Wagner College 
Staten Island, NY, 10301-4479
wagner.edu/admissions/ 
800-221-1010

NORTH CAROLINA

Lenoir-Rhyne University 
Hickory, NC, 28601-3984
lr.edu/admissions
828-328-7300

OHIO

Capital University
Columbus, OH, 43209-7812 
capital.edu/Admission/
614-236-6101

Wittenberg University 
Springfield, OH, 45501-0720
wittenberg.edu/admission 
877-206-0332

PENNSYLVANIA

Gettysburg College
Gettysburg, PA, 17325-1484 
gettysburg.edu/admissions/
717-337-6100

Muhlenberg College
Allentown, PA, 18104-5586
muhlenberg.edu/main/admis-
sions/ 
484-664-3200

Susquehanna University
Selinsgrove, PA, 17870-1001 
susqu.edu/admission-and-aid
570-372-4260

Thiel College 
Greenville, PA, 16125-2186 
thiel.edu/admissions
800-248-4435

SOUTH CAROLINA

Newberry College
Newberry, SC, 29108-2126
newberry.edu/admission
803-321-5127

SOUTH DAKOTA

Augustana University
Sioux Falls, SD, 57197-0002
augie.edu/admission 
605-274-0770

TEXAS

Texas Lutheran University 
Seguin, TX, 78155-5978
tlu.edu/admissions/
830-372-8050

VIRGINIA

Roanoke College
Salem, VA, 24153-3794
roanoke.edu/admissions
540-375-2500

WASHINGTON

Pacific Lutheran University
Tacoma, WA, 98447-0003
plu.edu/admission/
800-274-6758

WISCONSIN

Carthage College
Kenosha, WI, 53140-1994
carthage.edu/admissions/
262-551-6000

CANADA 
Partner college of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Canada

Luther College, University of 
Regina
Regina, Saskatoon
luthercollege.edu/university
306-585-5333





S
o, you’re thinking about choosing a Lutheran col-
lege or university to call home for the next four 
years. Well, let me introduce myself. I am Martin 
Luther, the guy Lutherans are named after. Now 

don’t confuse me with the civil rights leader who lived in the 
1960s – that was Martin Luther King Jr. I lived some 500 
years ago in the eastern part of Germany. Along with being a 
professor of religion at Wittenberg University, I served as 
a pastor on the campus and in the city of Wittenberg.

The reformation of the Catholic Church I started began 
in 1517 as a debate on the campus of Wittenberg University. 
Partly because of that academic beginning, Lutherans have 
always had a deep commitment to education at all levels, 
including colleges and universities.

I am glad you are thinking about being a part of this Lu-
theran tradition of higher education, but before you begin, 
here are a few things you might want to know about Luther-
ans and how we approach education.
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HERE I STUDY!

God Created … God said,  
“It is Good.”

Lutherans take life and the world 
seriously because God created the 
world and all life. Lutherans celebrate 
life and rejoice in the world because 
God declares it to be “good.” What 
that means is that all creation is 
open to our study and exploration. 
All disciplines – geology, biology, 
philosophy, languages, nursing, 
anthropology, physical education, 
business, religion (my personal 
favorite), and all others – are to 
be freely studied on their own terms. For example, the 
natural sciences tell us more about the intricacies of the 
world than the Bible and the social sciences inform our 
understanding of what it means to be a human person.

We may not all agree on theories, evidence and con-
clusions, but as we enter the discussion, we enter into 
a search for truth that is exciting and intellectually 
stimulating. You will be challenged in what you believe 
about the world and human life, you will learn how to 
think critically while respecting others’ opinions, and you 
will learn how to present your values, opinions, beliefs and 
ideas clearly. All the while you will grow as a beloved child 
of God!

Lord I Believe, Help My Unbelief!
Lutherans believe that faith is large enough to em-

brace doubt and questions. This means that doubt is 
not something to be feared or something that makes 
our belief less sincere nor are questions to be avoided. 
They’re normal and valuable tools to challenge us, often 
enriching our faith and leading us to spiritual growth. Oh 
my, there were many times when I doubted God and ques-
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tioned what people said about God even 
though I was a professor of religion 

and a pastor.
 On our journey through life 

with God, sometimes we are very 
sure and secure, but at other times 

things are called into question. We 
wrestle with the big questions of life 

like: Who is God? Why is life so 
fragile? Why do people have to 

suffer? What am I doing here? 
Is there a purpose to life and 
to my life?

Lutherans are not afraid 
to ask the tough questions and 

wrestle with faith and doubt because we believe that God is 
there in the midst of those questions and struggles. As crea-
tures of God, we are never going to be perfect in thought, 
word or deed. We remain faithful, not through our perfection 
in daily life, but through our trust in God’s presence and in 
God’s care – even at those times when we doubt.

My Ways Are Not Your Ways, My 
Thoughts Are Not Your Thoughts

Sometimes people say that Lutherans are very humble 
people. I’m not so sure that’s always true. However, Lutherans 
do have an acute awareness that God is God, the sovereign 
creator, and that we are God’s creatures. Because of that, 
Lutherans believe there is a danger in making absolute claims 
to truth in academic studies and in religion.

Lutherans believe that God does reveal truth about God, 
the world and life. We believe that humans can understand 
that truth. However, when Lutherans proclaim the truth, 
they are always aware that we do so with a limited mind. As 
I said, we are not God and, therefore, we are not perfect or 
all-knowing. There is always the chance we could be wrong, 
and, therefore, the opinions of others are important because 



HERE I STUDY!

they might lead us to an even greater truth. God and the 
world are greater than us and will always remain a mystery. 
Life is ambiguous and full of paradoxes. Things change; new 
evidence is found. The world is not static. God is not static 
(thank goodness!), and we need to be open to new ideas and 
new revelations.

God Has Given Gifts to All to Build 
Up the Community

I’ve already mentioned that Lutherans value education (in 
fact, I was the first person to advocate for a public school 
system where every child would have a chance to learn). But 
to be more specific, Lutherans value a broad education. We 
call it a liberal arts education today, but it simply means that, 
even though we might specialize in one academic subject, 
say computer science, our love of God’s creation causes us to 
desire knowledge in all areas of study and human endeavor. 
So we encourage people to read history and poetry, to sing 
or play a musical instrument, to study the Bible using many  
tools and explore the ideas of religious scholars, to consider 
the thoughts of the great philosophers and the great sci-
entists, to be involved in campus and community clubs and 
organizations as members and leaders, to study on campus 
and to study internationally, to study business or nursing, to 
be involved in athletics, to study the great literature of the 
world – anything that will help them understand and appreci-
ate creation and human life more fully.

We honor God by exploring God’s creation and the work 
of God’s creatures, all the while appreciating and learning to 
respect the gifts of others.

You Did Not Choose Me, I Chose You
Lutherans believe in a thing called “vocation” (which comes 

from a Latin word that means “to call”). The technical name 
doesn’t matter much, but the idea does. We believe that 
God calls us into certain roles, relationships and occupations 
in order for us to serve God and to serve other people. We 
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believe that right now God is calling you to be a student.
As a student at a Lutheran college or university you will 

not only go to class, study and receive grades! You will also 
explore how your academic studies intersect with your be-
liefs, your faith and your values. No one will tell you what to 
believe or how to believe, but many people will assist you on 
this journey of faith and learning. 

As this dialogue between faith and reason, between faith 
and learning, takes place, you will be challenged to develop a 
world view and a lifestyle that includes thoughtful inquiry, 
service and care for the earth and for your neighbor. It’s ex-
citing, isn’t it? God calls you by name to be the best student 
you can be, for by doing so you honor and serve God.

As a part of your “vocation” as a student, you will have 
opportunities to serve others through community service, 
religious activities, as a leader in one of the many clubs and 
organizations on campus or as a member of student govern-
ment. In fact, God may call you to serve in ways you may not 
even know yet. That is part of the excitement of a life’s 
journey spent with God and life at a 
Lutheran college or university. There 
is never a dull moment. That is 
not to say life is always easy, 
it’s not. However, the journey 
is worth the struggle. I’m glad 
that God is calling you to be a 
student at a Lutheran college 
or university!

Rejoice Always!  
Again, I Say 
Rejoice!

Lutherans are a people who 
embrace life with a great deal 
of joy because we have faith; 
we trust that God is faithful 
to us. We don’t fear the world 
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HERE I STUDY!

because we know that the world cannot overcome us. We 
rejoice in human culture while at times being very critical of 
certain aspects of culture that are oppressive or exploitative 
or dehumanizing.

We don’t fear ideas, even the controversial ones, because 
we trust that in our struggle to understand ideas and face 
them critically with faith, reason, the Bible and the Christian 
tradition, God will lead us to a measure of truth. And so we 
rejoice as we discuss and debate a number of issues.

We don’t fear those who are not like us because we know 
that others have a perspective we might need to hear. We 
embrace diversity with great joy. On our campuses we have 
professors, staff and students of every race, many nation-
alities, different Christian traditions, different faiths, and 
no faith. We do not see this as a weakness but as a great 
strength for it is in the interchange of differing perspec-
tives and ideas that most often truth is found. At a Lutheran 
college or university, you will find a great variety of people 

from many cultures and 
from all walks of life. We 
embrace this diversity 
as a gift from God to be 
treasured. 

Arising out of 
our diversity comes a 

strong community, a com-
munity in which we come 
together because we know 
that we need other people 
and they need us. Part 
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of the rhythm of life 
at a Lutheran college 
or university is our 
care and concern for 
one another. Oh, we may 
passionately debate ideas 
until 2 in the morning and 
compete against each other 
in intramural sports, but we 
never stop caring about one 
another, looking for ways to 
support one another, praying 
for one another and working 
side-by-side to serve the great-
er community and advocating for 
justice and mercy in our world.

Finally, Lutherans like to have fun. 
We laugh a lot because laughter is a gift 
of God. This world and our very lives are joyfully given to us 
by God as precious gifts that are to be celebrated with joy 
and thanksgiving. Our joy honors God, and it is with a joy-
ful heart that we serve God, looking for any opportunity to 
assist a neighbor in need.

If that’s the kind of atmosphere you are looking for in 
your higher education experience, then you will make the 
right choice by coming to a Lutheran college or university.

And by the way, while you’re at the Lutheran college or 
university, you can learn more about me! I am quite a charm-
ing fellow once you get to know me.

God’s blessing on you and on your vocation as a college 
student. Embrace your college education and experience with 
seriousness and joy. Hang on to your hat and fasten your seat 
belt. It will be the time of your life.
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For more information:

About the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
800-638-3522
ELCA.org 
ELCA.org/about

About the Network of ELCA Colleges and Universities
ELCA.org/colleges
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