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ORGANIZATIONAL TOOLKIT:
NATIONAL ESTATE PLANNING AWARENESS MONTH

The content below is designed to help your congregation share information about National Estate Planning Awareness Month and planned giving in ways that are engaging, informative and spiritually grounded. Wherever you see placeholders such as [Organization Name] or [Organization Email], please insert your congregation’s name and contact information before publishing or sharing. You can use these resources across multiple channels — including newsletters, emails, social media, bulletin inserts, and website content — to inspire your members to explore planned giving and learn how their faith and generosity can create a lasting legacy.

Questions? Please contact us at giftplanning@elca.org and someone from the ELCA Foundation will be happy to assist you.

INTRODUCTORY LANGUAGE
(For use at the top of newsletters, websites, emails and more)
This October, [Organization Name] is celebrating National Estate Planning Awareness Month in partnership with the ELCA Foundation. Together, we invite you to explore how planned gifts can strengthen our congregation’s ministry for generations to come.

You don’t need to be wealthy to leave a legacy. Planned gifts are about values, not dollar amounts. Through the ELCA Foundation, you’ll find spiritually grounded, financially sound guidance to help your generosity tell a powerful story of faith.

Planned giving is one more way your faithful support can ensure [Organization Name] continues to share God’s love long into the future.


SOCIAL MEDIA POST COPY AND GRAPHICS 
A library of social media graphics can be downloaded here. To request a custom graphic, please email katie.murphy@elca.org.

Post 1
Have you ever thought about how your story of faith might continue beyond your lifetime? Through a planned gift, you can carry your values forward and bless [Organization Name] in lasting ways. If you’d like to learn more, simply call our office. We’d be happy to talk!

Post 2
This month is about more than estate planning — it’s about the legacies we leave. A planned gift is one way your love for [Organization Name] can continue to strengthen this ministry for generations to come. Reach out to our office if you’d like to explore your options.


Post 3
Making a lasting difference isn’t about the size of your gift — it’s about the heart behind it. Even a simple planned gift can bless [Organization Name] and the ministries you care about for years to come. We’d love to share how you can get started. Call or email us at any time.

Post 4
October invites us to think ahead. Estate planning isn’t just about finances — it’s about caring for the people and ministries you love. With the ELCA Foundation, you can explore tools that help you plan well and support both your family and [Organization Name]. Call or email [Organization Contact] if you’d like to continue the conversation.

Post 5
Annual gifts help today. Planned gifts carry our mission into tomorrow. Together, they keep [Organization Name] strong. This month is a good time to consider how your faithful giving can extend far into the future. If you’re curious, we’d be happy to talk.


NEWSLETTER BLURBS
Blurb 2:
Connecting Faith and Generosity for Generations 
October is National Estate Planning Awareness Month, a reminder that faithful planning today can bless the ministries we love tomorrow. Many people believe you must be wealthy to leave a legacy, but that’s not true. Planned gifts are about values, not dollar amounts.
Through our partnership with the ELCA Foundation, you can create a gift that strengthens [Organization Name] and ensures our mission continues for years to come. The Foundation’s professional regional gift planners provide clarity, simplicity and trustworthy guidance — helping you connect your faith and generosity in lasting ways.
You already give faithfully. Planned giving is one more way to shape your story of faith, ensuring [Organization Name] is sustained long into the future.

Blurb 2:
Values That Endure, Ministries That Last
Faithful giving doesn’t end when the offering plate passes by. Planned giving is an opportunity to share your values, your faith and your love for [Organization Name] well into the future.
During National Estate Planning Awareness Month, we invite you to consider how your generosity might continue to bless our congregation and ministries that matter most to you.
You don’t need to know where to start — or have great wealth. Our trusted regional gift planner will walk with you, offering easy-to-navigate tools and spiritually grounded guidance.
Your planned gift can tell a powerful story of faith. Together, we can shape a legacy that strengthens [Organization Name] and the mission we share.


CTA BOX / FOOTER
(for use at the end of any communication — newsletters, emails, web pages and more)

Explore planned giving resources with [Organization Name] and the ELCA Foundation:
· Planning tools designed to answer important questions at every stage of your estate-planning journey.
· A free Personal Estate Planning Kit to help you organize your estate, protect your assets, and establish your legacy.
· Online tools like Giving Docs to help you create, review and update plans easily.
· Personal, no-cost guidance from your regional gift planner who can help ensure your charitable goals align with the ministries and causes that are nearest to your heart.

Visit Foundation.ELCA.org to explore these resources on your own or simply contact our office at [Organization Email] to request more information.


BULLETIN INSERT

(next page)








This October, [Organization Name] is celebrating National Estate Planning Awareness Month in partnership with the ELCA Foundation. Together, we invite you to consider how your faith and generosity can shape the future of our congregation.

Planned gifts are not just about finances — they are also about values. You don’t need to be wealthy to leave a legacy. With free, expert guidance from the ELCA Foundation, your planned gift can be designed in a way that is spiritually grounded, financially sound and aligned with the church you love.

Your faithful generosity today sustains ministry right now. A planned gift ensures that ministries at [Organization Name] will continue to flourish for generations to come. Your story of faith can inspire hope well beyond your lifetime.

Through our partnership with the Foundation, you have access to:

· Planning tools designed to answer important questions at every stage of your estate-planning journey.
· A free Personal Estate Planning Kit to help you organize your estate, protect your assets, and establish your legacy.
· Online tools like Giving Docs to help you create, review and update plans easily.
· Personal, no-cost guidance from your regional gift planner who can help ensure your charitable goals align with the ministries and causes that are nearest to your heart.

Visit Foundation.ELCA.org to explore these resources on your own or simply contact our office at [Organization Email] to request more information.
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