Veteran & Family Care Resources and Information
Web Sites

Veterans Administration

http://www.va.gov

The Veterans Administration is the primary governmental agency responsible for
assisting veterans from all services who have served in combat or times of war. This site
can be used to identify and apply for various benefits or find the nearest VA facility.

National Center for PTSD

http://www.ncptsd.va.gov/ncmain/index.jsp

This site operated by the VA provides information for both families and clinicians
regarding the assessment and impacts of PTSD. The NCPTSD is on research and
education regarding the prevention, understanding, and treatment of PTSD.

Battlemind

http://www.battlemind.org/

The Battlemind program was developed by the Army at Walter Reed Army Institute for
Research. The program is intended to help families understand the transitions that need to
be made between the battlefield and home front. It has a number of links to articles and
resources for helping families through these transitions.

National Military Family Association

http://www.nmfa.org/site/PageServer

The NMFA is a private organization educating families concerning their rights, benefits,
and the services available to them. It also advocates for military families by promoting
policy and legislative change to improve their lives. Links from this site address
deployment, returns, parenting, and marital issues related to current operations.

Military One Source

http://www.militaryonesource.com/skins/MOS/home.aspx

Military One Source is a contracted family support resource currently operated by the
Ceridian Corporation for the DoD. Most services and resources are free of charge,
including limited counseling services. This site provides links and referrals for local
counselors as well as information sheets on various subjects and links for more
information. The resources of this site can be accessed on a DoD or individual service
basis as appropriate.

The Military Family Network

http://www.emilitary.org

This site is operated by the Military Family Research Institute of Purdue University and
is funded by an endowment from the Lily Foundation and from the DoD Office of



Military Community and Family Policy. This site is geared to researchers and care
providers but has a wealth of information.

Operation Home Front

http://www.operationhomefront.net

Operation Homefront is a nonprofit organization that provides emergency assistance and
morale support to troops and their families as well as support to wounded veterans.
Operation Homefront is a volunteer organization that has proved effective in meeting the
needs of veterans that fall through the cracks and those experiencing hardship due to
administrative delays in establishing government benefits.

Healing Combat Trauma

http://www.healingcombattrauma.com/the national guard/index.html

Lily Casura, a published writer and editor, authored this blog on combat trauma and
PTSD. She draws heavily from National Guard resources and pulls together news articles
from a number of sources. This site also lists a number of personal narratives published
by Iraq and Afghanistan veterans.

Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services Administration
http://www.samhsa.gov/vets

SAMHSA is a division of the US Department of Health and Human Resources. This site
addresses issues involved in treating veterans and their families. This site can be
particularly useful for those working with veterans who are self-medicating to relieve
traumatic stress symptoms.

Minneapolis Area Synod of the ELCA
http://www.mpls-synod.org/resources/vets ministry.html

This site is an example of what a Synod or District can do to provide information to its
members on ministry to veterans and veteran’s issues. It also demonstrates how
information can be share regarding local resources and provide a network for cooperative
ministries.

Northwest District of the LCMS
http://www.nowlcms.org/presidents_office/Military.aspx

This site also demonstrates how a District or a Synod can do to provide information to its
members through links to sites addressing deployment and reunion. Its particular strength
is providing information specific to state resources. It is a good model for jurisdictions
that cover large geographic regions.

Veterans and Families Coming Home
http://www.veteransandfamilies.org/home.html

Veterans and Families is a nonprofit community service and support organization,
founded and directed by Veterans, parents, grandparents, family members, employers,



mental health professionals, academics, philanthropists and community leaders. It
stresses the veteran’s mental and emotional return to their family.

Iraq War Veteran’s Organization, Inc

http://www.iraqwarveterans.org/family support.htm

This site has dozens of links to sites of interest to returning veteran’s and their families.
The unique feature of this site is that it address issues of specific concern to Iraq and
Afghanistan veterans.
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