
Guiding text  |  Luke 2:7

God sent his only son in human form to take up room in our world and show us what
it means to make room for all in God’s kingdom. Throughout his lifetime, Jesus
showed us what it means to make room for folks who have been told there is no room.
In Christ’s birthplace of Bethlehem, his hometown of Nazareth and all cities and
villages in between, there are Palestinian Christians and Muslims who are told in
words and in action that there is no room for them in their homeland. 

Loving God, we lift up all who are told there is “no room” for them in our communities,
and in our world. We pray for the Palestinians who continue to have faith while living
in a country that insists there is no room for them. We ask you to show us those who
need room in our lives, and empower us to invite them in. Amen. 

https://youtu.be/pa6igKc1M9s?si=tgQVaKL_gGvWwHRu
https://youtu.be/qy9cjJcpNiA?si=18lENQVQDSVtyYdl


Guiding text  |  Matthew 19:13-14

Palestinians are repeatedly told (in words and action) there is no room for them. In
Gaza, Palestinians face constant displacement, death, and destruction. In the West
Bank, unemployment has risen to 39%, and many no longer have savings left. Even in
these circumstances, Palestinians, including our partner church the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, make room for the vulnerable in their
communities. Education, one of the largest ministries of the ELCJHL, remains a priority
for the church, and provides much-needed community for students. 

Creator God, we pray for those who hear your calling to make room for all. Please lift
up the ministry of all who work for justice as a way of creating room when
governments, nations or communities tell them they have none. Help us to recognize
who is doing the holy work of making room in our own lives, so we may join and
empower them. In your name we pray. Amen. 

https://www.opportunitypalestine.org/support-the-schools.html
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/holy-land-support-fund/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JQT-vfvgXuJSMWo70vCxGhAQMzNDG7AV/view


Guiding text  |  Matthew 21:12-13

Jesus challenged and disrupted systems he saw as unjust. In this Scripture, Jesus
makes room, through action and word, for those he thought should be welcome in
the house of God: everyone. Today we, as Christians are called to disrupt unjust
systems and attitudes to make room for our neighbors. 

Dear God, help us to discern which systems or mindsets in our lives must be
disrupted to make room for all your children. Help us be “holy disruptions” in our
communities and our nation who do not become idle in the face of injustice. Teach us
your ways of creative resistance to structures of racism, sexism and bigotry that drive
us, your beloved children, away from one another. In your name we pray. Amen. 

https://therokuchannel.roku.com/watch/cddc3c94a38e5382ae4c2bf295635526?source=google
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=ZXoOHfqAD0yJTmzA98teQ6IYvhoIEClMusA9J8O1EcZURTRYWVZTNFc5VEU4TVVHVEMyMlYxU1pKMS4u&origin=lprLink&route=shorturl
https://therokuchannel.roku.com/watch/cddc3c94a38e5382ae4c2bf295635526?source=google


Guiding text  |  Galatians 3:23

Christ is born, and we are free. Christ, in his birth and ministry freed us from
separation, from hatred, from violence, from enmity. We are justified by faith to
radically love our neighbors and answer our calling to be actors of justice in his
name. Jesus’ homeland is currently defined by locks and custody. As Jesus made
room in his ministry, so too are we called to be aware, to advocate, and to
accompany those without room in Palestine and Israel today. Please watch the
following video in which children from our partner ELCJHL schools sing and pray for
justice and peace in their country. Included in this devotion is a guide to send your
representative encouragement to stop using our tax dollars for violence in the Holy
Land. Use the following resources, write your own message or lift up the prayers of
the children you saw in the video. 

Dear Creator, you came to us as a small infant who had no room. You showed us who
does not have room in society and that, in God’s kingdom, there is room for all. In
your birth, you gave us the freedom to make room for our siblings of all faiths, races,
and backgrounds. Help us become instruments of peace by using our voices to
object to what is wrong and work with one another to create what is right. Empower
us to see a future of liberation for all. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CMsddFQE6fU
https://youtu.be/CMsddFQE6fU?si=r7I23gR3qiIcHYwK
https://youtu.be/CMsddFQE6fU?si=r7I23gR3qiIcHYwK
https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member
https://cmep.salsalabs.org/AdventNotArms0/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=59eefaa1-3ec5-4590-b82a-6a988ed76198
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:191708e0-8c9e-4616-9757-323b23839580

