EvANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

A Message on . . .

AIDS and the Church’s Ministry of Caring

Inthe presence of the human suffering, anxiety andtragedy in
theAIDScriss, wecommit ourselvesanew to the ministry of caring.
The Church Council of the Evangdlical Lutheran ChurchinAmerica
recognizeswith gratitude the service of thosewho carefor peoplewith
AlIDSandtheir loved ones. It urgeschurch membersto support this
ministry and to serve those who are suffering with respect and
compassion.

AIDS (acquired immunodeficiency syndrome), oftenwithan
intensity greater than many diseases, callsusto remember our common
humanity. Thesuffering of personswith AIDS demonstrates anew that
lifefor all isvulnerable, limited, and broken, yet a so graced with
courage, hope and reconciliation. Asadiseasethat affectswomen, men
and children around theworld, it showshow closely weare bound
together inrelationshipsof mutual trust, need and respongbility.

Thechurch’'sministry of caringisagrateful responseto God's
caringfor us. Theundeserved love of God announcedfor al inthe
Gospd of Jesus Christisour reason for standing with our neighbor in
need. Jesusresponded gracioudly to personswho were sick without
assessing their merit. Inthe sameway wearecalledto“be Christs’ for
al inour midst who suffer and areill. Our callingsummonsusto
compassion for, acceptance of and servicewith people affected by
AlIDSboth within and outside of our congregations.

Thisministry of caring requiresthat we bewell-informed about
thenatureof AIDS. We urge our membersto read the Surgeon
Generd’sbrochure” Understanding AIDS,” and we encourage our
congregationsto discussthe subject intheir educationa programs.

K nowledgeabl e and sensitive Christians are needed to help counter the
prgjudiceandinjuriousdiscrimination that peoplewithAIDS
experience. Wiseand informed people are needed to participateinthe
complex public policy debates surrounding the disease.



Thisministry of caring challengesusto support effortsinthe
churchesand inthewider community that servethosewithAIDS, their
friendsand families. Wewill continueto encourage nurses, doctors,
caregiversand pastorswho witnessto God' sgraceintheir daily
ministry with peoplewithAIDS.

Thisministry of caring embracesthe hospitality of our
congregationd life, whose center isworship. TherethroughWord and
Sacrament the Holy Spirit offersto al the comfort and the hope of the
victorious God of thecross. There personswho suffer cometo know
that they arenot forgotten, since God cares. Therewe participateinthe
concernsand care of the sick through prayer, thelaying on of handsand
servicesof healing. United by baptism, al areinvited to receivethe
touch of care. “Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has
welcomed you, for theglory of God” (Romans15:7).

The above message was developed and brought by the Commission for
Church in Society to the ELCA Church Council,
where it was affirmed on November 13, 1988.
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